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July Meeting & Workshop - by Kate East 
The Demonstration on Wednesday was well received by Members 
with over 30 attending. Charles showed us how to simplify landscapes 
in oils or Acrylics and completed two pictures during the evening. One 
member was heard to say “The best we have had yet!” He very 
generously signed and donated them to our monthly raffle much to 
the winners' delight. 8 members attended the workshop the next day. 

He offered materials such as paper, brushes, oils, acrylics all at 20% discount. We started with 
a Coastal Scene creating wonderful skies and a beach scene. After Lunch, we changed to 
Cornfields, with rolling hills as a background. Two works of Art created in one Day - very 
satisfying. Charles has visited us before and he 
was just as enjoyable. A couple of us are planning 
to visit his Studio in Morpeth for Acrylics next year. 
Thanks again to our Programme secretary Alf 
Walker for arranging the Workshop. 

Alf also wrote to say - 

After a shaky start with the camera 
by me, and thanks to help from Ray we managed to get the camera working. I had 
been told that Charles was going to demo in watercolour and workshop in oils. He 
did in fact do both in oils. He answered questions clearly and with humour. At the 
workshop, Charles again did two paintings that everyone was able to copy with 
ease. I believe this workshop to have been one of the best we have ever had and 

everyone had a great day, thanks to Charlie‟s easy way of teaching.  
 

  TEA ROTA 

  for August 

  Meeting 

 

Pauline Byrne 
& Denise White 

Instructions for making tea are in 
the MKSA box. Irene will let you 
know what you need to take. Any 
expenses will be refunded via 
Alan. 

Please Contact Irene or a 
committee member if you cannot 
make the meeting, so that a 
substitute can be arranged 

Next Meeting – Ken Kempley 

Wed. 25 August at 7:30 pm  
Westcroft Meeting Place 

Ken is expected to do a watercolour demo at the 
Wednesday meeting and collage at the workshop. 
Ken works with very heavy paper, Saunders 
Waterford 300lb. He has been able to obtain 
sufficient paper so that all members attending the 
workshop can work on the same paper. He will also 
supply the glue. So, attendees will only have to 
bring their acrylics and any paintings that they may 
have ruined. Ken will show people how to tear 
failures in pieces and use them to make a lovely 

collage.  
Places may still be available – contact Alf to 
book. (£30 to members, £35 for non-members)  
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Sketching day at Willen 
Six brave souls met up at the Peace Pagoda Car Park. Aurielle nearly 
joined the wrong group with a three mile walk planned! Fortunately, she found us, and we all set off to 
spend a pleasant morning working around the lake area. A lunchtime downpour meant a drenching for 
some, but those in the bird hide and by the temple managed to keep dry. After a pleasant lunch at Camphill 
we decided the morning had been sufficient and went our separate ways, all agreeing this had been a 
pleasant and productive initiative. 

Sketching at New Bradwell Windmill 
Thursday 19August - 10am-4pm 
As before- we will meet up at 10am. Parking for about 10 cars is 
available in a lay-by on the right-hand side of Nightingale Crescent. 
There are superb views from this point across the north of Milton 
Keynes and access to the canal towpath, the old railway 
footpath/cycleway route as well as the windmill. Bring a sketching stool 
or something waterproof to sit on and your preferred media for working 
outdoors. Kate has offered use of her house nearby for comfort breaks. 
Bring a packed lunch or eat at the local hostelry. Caron, our Chair, says 
“I used to do the guided tours for the council at one time and was the person on call if 
there was a problem, like the day a sail broke off during a thunderstorm.” 

DIRECTIONS: To get to Nightingale Crescent turn into Wheelers Lane off the V6 Grafton 

Street just north of the roundabout with the H2 Millers Way and immediately left. The lay-by is 
on your right the pocket of land with the windmill on is a few steps on in the same direction. 

There is a footpath right up to the mill. (c.100 yards).  

MKSA Members demonstrate their skills 
Two brave Society members put themselves in a public arena in July, each with a very different 
outlook. Renowned portrait artist, David Newens, was in the Aim Gallery on 10 July offering to 
do portraits of anyone willing to make a donation. On the 24th he spent a day there doing a 
portrait demo with someone to model for him. On the 31st of 
July, Suzanna Raymond ran a free comics workshop at Milton 
Keynes Central library, to support the promotion of their manga 
and anime collection.  Suzanna has certainly been busy. As 
well as doing a couple of reviews for this newsletter, she has 
recently completed an Art Diploma locally and plans to start a 
Fine Art (BA) degree at Northampton University in September. 
We wish her every success with this. 
David has also been mixing with some distinguished people. 
Here he is with the Duke of Kent at the unveiling back in May 
this year of David‟s portrait of Lord Vincent. 

Sponsored Walk for Camphill MK Communities 

As a fundraiser for a „Tec Lab‟ workshop at Camphill, the people at the community are 
organising a sponsored walk around Willen Lake on 21st August at 2pm. For more information, 
to sponsor, or to take part, contact Julia at Julia.funge@camphill-miltonkeynes.co.uk. You can 
also make a donation through their website www.camphillmk.co.uk . 

OTHER NEWS 

mailto:Julia.funge@camphill-miltonkeynes.co.uk
http://www.camphillmk.co.uk/
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THE THE THINGS IS (FOR 3) at Milton Keynes Gallery. 

Suzanna Raymond attended a preview of the current exhibition at MKAG 
which runs until 12th September. She wrote to say “The evening 
included two new performances commissioned by the artist - one of 
which featured 'Fanny the Whipcracker', who took a bullwhip to the grand 
piano in the central gallery! There were also drinks and a BBQ but the 
music was improvised by some of the guests as the booked band was stuck in a traffic jam due to trouble 
on the roads in London. The band kit is part of the exhibition and will remain in the gallery for visitors to 
play. 
“I'm not sure what to make of this quirky exhibition so far, having only seen it once. My first impression was 
that I found it more engaging than the previous one by Turner-prize-winner Mark Leckey but I feel I'm 
missing the point of it. The first room is an adapted book and the Long Gallery has a theme to the 
magazine extracts pasted to the walls (I'll leave you to work it out), surrounding another adapted book of 
artistic nudes (1970s era). I think I'll need to visit again ... and have a go on the drum kit!” 

  (I agree – I found this one challenging. Thanks for explain why the bullwhip was there – Ed)  

Suzanna also reports on the Society of Women Artists exhibition at the Mall Galleries -  

“This is the first time I'd seen an SWA exhibition, having been meaning to go for years. The work was generally of a 
very high standard, which makes sense as their membership is selected on the basis of the submission of six pieces 
of work. All types of work were on display, painting; prints; ceramics, and this made for a varied and interesting 
exhibition.  
I am considering joining, when I have suitable work, but I'm still unclear what the benefits would be. Historically the 
main benefit was that women were barred from exhibiting their work and the SWA provided a much-needed outlet at 
the time. Male artists still seem to dominate the higher ranks of the fine arts, so maybe this is why we still need to 
band together. I'd be interested to know what our members think is the relevance of such a group in these times?” 

  So – over to you, MKSA people. Send me your thoughts for inclusion in the next Newsletter.  Ed.   

EXHIBITION NEWS 

Cross Purposes 

An exhibition subtitled, Shock and Contemplation in 
images of the Crucifixion is running at the London Jewish 
Museum of Art. (108a Boundary Road, NW8) until 19 
September.  See images by Sutherland and Chagall. It 
features work from 21 artists including Graham Sutherland, 
Marc Chagall and Maggi Hambling and shows the 
evolution of the symbol from the sacred to the secular. 
        Entry to the museum is £5. Closed on Saturdays.  
        This one looks well worth a visit. 

        See www.benuri.org.uk for full information 

Summer at the New Art Gallery 
Maria Perez  is looking for more artists to exhibit their artwork on Sunday 22nd August for the Fenny Poppers festival. Get in 
touch via the new gallery website - www.new-art-gallery.co.uk. Maria says “It will be a fantastic day and a brilliant opportunity 
to show your work locally.” She also invites everyone to see the August exhibition of original paintings and handmade crafts 

on Sat 14th August 4pm-7pm where a couple of MKSA members are exhibiting.  

http://www.benuri.org.uk/
http://www.new-art-gallery.co.uk/
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A Question 
of Art 
Lisa wrote to ask for 
some advice on priming 
canvases.  

Do any MKSE members prime 
their own supports? Please send 
tips and hints to the Editor for 
inclusion next month. Hope your 
canvases can wait that long, Lisa! 

(Also, if any members have other 
questions for me to pose in future 

Newsletters, please get in touch. Ed.)  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thu 19 Aug Summer Sketch Together.  New Bradwell Windmill 10-4 

Wed 25 Aug Ken Kempley ï Demo and Talk 
Westcroft Meeting Place,  
7:30-9:30pm 

Thu 26 Aug 
Workshop –  Collage with  
Ken Kempley 

Rectory Cottages, Bletchley 10-4  

Fri 27 Aug  Oyster Festival Entry Deadline 

Thu 9 Sep Oyster Festival Handing-in St. Mary‟s Church, Woburn 4-7pm 

Fri 10 Sep Oyster Festival Preview St. Mary‟s Church, Woburn 6-8pm 

Sat 11 &  
Sun 12 Sep 

Oyster Festival Exhibition 
St. Mary‟s Church, Woburn  
Sat 10am-6pm. Sun Noon-5pm 

Sun 12 Sep Oyster Festival Collection St. Mary‟s Church, Woburn 5pm 

Mon 13 Sep Meet other members for a chat Camphill Cafe – 11am onward 

Wed 29 Sep Guy Scott ï Critique session 
Westcroft Meeting Place,  
7:30-9:30pm 

Thu 30 Sep Painting Day Rectory Cottages, Bletchley 10-4  

 

CONTACT INFO 
Chair     Caron Higgins    01908 311591 sceneandhired@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair/Treasurer   Alan Chown     01908 310704  alan.chown@sky.com 
Exhibition Sec    Kate East     01908 225290  east-k@sky.com 
Programme/Activities   Alf Walker     01908 660215 a.walker594@btinternet.com 
Secretary/Newsletter   Rose Haigh      01908 232232 rose.c.haigh@waitrose.com 
Membership Sec   Lisa Campbell    01908 616988 lisa.grao@googlemail.com 
Web Master    Mike Smith    mikesmith@stuk.freeserve.co.uk 

BACK PAGE 

Keeping in Touch 
If you move home, change your telephone 

number or get a new email address, donõt 

forget to pass your new details to Lisa 

Campbell, our Membership Secretary. Lisa 

keeps our contact information up-to-date!  

Don’t Forget 

Oyster Festival Entry Deadline 

Friday 27 August 
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