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Report from February Meeting
Martin Smith - Limiting & Expanding your Palette

Once again were we informed and entertained by this very knowledgeable speaker.
We heard how early pigments were made from delightful substances such as
dragon’s blood, lizard droppings and crushed Egyptian mummy. We felt sympathy for poor oxen
that were treated very harshly in order to produce a better quality base product
for Indian Yellow. All good products will show pigment codes
consisting of letters and numbers. Martin told us the best ones
to look out for and what to avoid.

As usual he slipped in a few choice paintings to brighten up the
proceedings and illustrate the colour ranges.
Fragonard’s study “Young Girl Reading”, shown right
served as an introduction to yellows.

On reds, Martin advised us to avoid Alizarin Crimson in
favour of Permanent Rose (PV19). Along the way, he

introduced us to works by some American artists,
including Martin Grelle, whose “Stories of Winter”
is pictured right.

Show left is “Noon” by George Henry, and below it
is Whistler's painting “Wapping”.

To get more of the details he covered in
the talk, go to Martin’s website
(www.martinsart.net) and check out the
Articles section. <

Don’t Forget

March Meeting — David Newens Sat 20 March

Wed. 31% March at 7:30 pm Westcroft Meeting Place 8am-8:30am
Known by many of us for his portrait work, David
will be demonstrating a still life in oils this time.
You can benefit further from his expertise in his

Saturday Workshop on 3™ April. (see page 2)<* Friday 9 April
Books and DVDs TEA ROTA for
Following the recent stock check a few items Next Meeting

are missing. If you have something you borrowed prior to
2010, please return it at the next meeting and inform a
committee member so it can be recorded on the stock

checklist. #*

Suzanna Raymond
John Mercer
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OTHER NEWS I
)

Two WORKSHOPS in April

Have you booked your place for David Newens’ workshop on

Saturday 3™ April? There will be a (clothed) model and a still life. David

will provide guidance for you in your preferred medium.

Where: The Village hall in Moulsoe. Bring newspaper or old towels to protect your
work area if you are a messy worker! Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided. Bring a
packed lunch.

The second April Workshop is with Alan Chown on Thursday 29", following his talk
and demonstration at the Wednesday Meeting. He will help you with using other media
alongside your watercolours.

Where: Rectory Cottages in Bletchley.

Note the new Venue. More information about this next month.

Contact Alf Walker to reserve a place. Then complete a booking form (sent last month,
or download from website) Either send it to Alf or hand it to him at the next MKSA
meeting, together with your workshop fee.

New course: Drawing & Painting — Wildlife Studies

If you are interested in portraying wildlife, but need a little help getting started, you may be interested in a
new course being offered by MK Adult Continuing Education (ACE). Drawing & Painting — Wildlife Studies
starts 20 April (09:30-11:30am) at the City Discovery Centre. It is suitable for both beginners and learners
with a little general experience in drawing and painting. Contact ACE by phoning 01908 556700 or email to
adult.education@milton-keynes.gov.uk for more information. <

MKSA WEBSITE o 4.

Dont forget we have o February Painting Day
(www.mksa.org.uk), where you can look at current Nine members met to work away, share
and past Newsletters, download Society ideas and discuss which colours to throw
documents, and catch up on local news. away after the previous night’s talk!
Contact Membership Secretary, Lisa Campbell if o

you need a reminder about user ID and password Next Painting Day -

for areas restricted to members only. < Come and join us for the final

painting day in Moulsoe before we
resume in a new location.

Thursday 25 March at Moulsoe
WEB Opportunity

A company based at BLETCHLEY Park is

looking for artists for their online print Good News

gallery. You just send your images and From May onwards we will continue with
they do all the rest, easy-peasy. Look on our Painting days, on months when there
the gallery website for full details and is not a workshop. These will be at
contact info. Rectory Cottages in Bletchley.
www.printreeqgallery.com < More details next month.«
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Preparing to Exhibit —tips and hints

Why D-rings? MKSA specifies you use these fixings on your pictures because
,- they are less likely to damage unglazed work when we need to stack pictures
awaiting hanging. Fix them to the frame rather than the backing board. Use the
two-hole version for heavier work.
Framing Tape - Tape the back of glazed work to seal the gap between frame
and backing board. This helps keep dust and insects out.

Hanging — For a professional finish, use proper cord or picture wire, not string.
Presentation - Clean the Glass! Paint the edges of unframed canvases.

Portfolio work — Put a sheet of paper in the bag behind the window mount to make the back
look tidy. Include an information label telling people about your picture and tell your prospective
buyers what size frame your mount fits.

Why label back and front? MKSA asks you to put the handwritten labels (or your own
equivalent) on the back of each work in case the official printed label falls off the front.

Why the size limit? We set a limit of 70cm along longest side because we are limited by the
size of the stands we hire. Contact the Exhibition Secretary if you have any doubts about the
eligibility of your work. More tips next month %¢

EXHIBITION NEWS Local Exhibitions

Roade Watercolour Group Exhibition

10-11 April (10am-5pm) Roade Community Centre.
The Centre is at the far end of the village of Roade on

CaW\PI'\lH Update the way through to Northampton, a left turn off the

Entry form for the Changeover on 17" April main road (the sign is sometime hidden by tree

is enclosed. Send it to Caron this time. You branches!)

will get your printed labels to attach to the

front of your work at handing in. Just make Woburn "Art-Beat"” 2010

sure you have put your own labels on the For two weeks, 3-18 April, over the Easter period,

back first. Deadline is 9 Apri l. with the help and support of the Woburn traders and
Woaoburn Abbey, The Bedford

Coffee and chat Street Gallery will be turning
Woburn into an "Art Gallery".

Take a tour round the village
and see a diverse collection
of Artwork.

Look out for work by MKSA
members, Joan Parry & Jill
Varone, in an exhibition in the
crypt at St. Mary's Church,
Woburn from 5-11 April.

This is proving popular. If you haven’'t made it
yet, do try to come along on the second
Monday of each month to meet other MKSA
members for a chat over coffee or maybe
lunch.

Next coffee ‘date’ is 12" April <

g;‘rjggn P.S. Maria's February Exhibition went well with sale
Stockton! of five paintings plus some cards and Jewellery. <
MKSA
=i Ann  Artist
° . I have been painting since
Artist Profiles 1999. 1 enjoy exploring

colour and trying out

Would you like a profile telling people about different media

yourself to be displayed with your work at the

A March Exhibition? If so, please contact the
‘{ Editor by 14 March. (Artists who already have
anga profile cards need not apply!) < Contact me at

g@y E\}Lﬂ @Z%U@J!f L"ﬂ(_x ann.artist@abc.com
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Bag a bargain:

Kathy Dancy wrote asking if
anyone would like to buy a box
of 12 Derwent Watercolour
Pencils. She was given them
for Christmas, but they are

a duplicate of a set she already has.

Cost approx £12 to buy. She wants only £6.00

for them.

Contact the Editor if interested. <+

DATES FOR

Sat 20 March

Sat 20-
Sun 21 March

Thu 25 March

Wed 31 March

Sat 3 April
Friday 9 April
Mon 12 April
Sat 17 April

Wed 28 April

Thu 29 April

YOUR DIARY
Handing In Spring Exhibition

Spring Exhibition

Painting Day — bring your lunch.
Teal/coffee provided

David Newens — Demo and Talk

Workshop — David Newens — any media
Deadline - Camphill Exhibition entry
Meet other members for a chat
Camphill Exhibition Changeover

Alan Chown — Demo and Talk

Workshop - Alan Chown
Using Watercolours with other media

CONTACT INFO

Chair

Caron Higgins 01908 311591

Vice Chair/Treasurer Alan Chown 01908 310704

Exhibition Sec

Programme/ActivitiesAlf Walker

01908 225290
01908 660215

Kate East

SecretaryNewsletter Rose Haigh 01908 232232

Membership Sec

Web Master

Lisa Campbell 01908 616988

Mike Smith
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NEXT MONTH

AIM — MKSA event.
July will be MKSA month at the
AIM gallery, where members
will have another opportunity to
exhibit their work.

Kate is still sorting out details.

Look out for more information
in next month’s newsletter. +

The Institute, Woburn Sands
08:00am-08:30am

The Institute, Woburn Sands
(Sat 10:30-5, Sun 10-4)

Moulsoe Millennium Hall 10-3

Westcroft Meeting Place,
7:30-9:30pm
Moulsoe Millennium Hall 10-4

Camphill Cafe — 11am onward
Camphill Cafe 10-11
Westcroft Meeting Place,
7:30-9:30pm

Rectory Cottages, Bletchley
10-4

sceneandhired@yahoo.com
alan.chown@sky.com
eastk@sky.com
a.walker594@btinternet.com
rose.c.haigh@waitrose.com
lisa.grao@googlemail.com

mikesmith@stuk.freeserve.co.uk

www.mksa.org.uk
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