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Happy New Year and welcome to the first 
Newsletter of 2010. You will notice a few changes 
as I get into the swing of things.  
Please give me your support and send in 
contributions.  Remember, this is your  newsletter 
and should reflect the ideas of the membership. A 
big “thank-you” to Irene for all the lively 
newsletters I have enjoyed since I joined MKSA in 
the middle of 2008.  
I still consider myself a new member of the society 
and am learning the ropes. Due to an inability to 
jump backwards quickly enough I also find myself 
with the role of secretary. I will do my best to 
ensure things run smoothly.�  
Rose Haigh 
rose.c.haigh@waitrose.com 

Report from last Meeting 
November 2009 

AGM 
Huzzah! We had a quorum! There was enthusiastic 
voting. See later for details of the new committee. Caron 
took a few minutes to get feedback from members on the 
future of painting days. Members were informed that we 
have booked Moulsoe for the first three months of 2010, 
but the committee will review this if the decline in 
attendance continues. See details on back page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TALK BY MARTIN SMITH –  
Tone, Temperature & Intensity 
There is no doubt that it was the eagerly anticipated 
return of Martin that was responsible for the 
excellent turnout. We were held spellbound as he 
took us through a wide range of works to illustrate 
his points. It was fun voting for likes and dislikes, 
and, yes, your  
valiant Chair and 
new Editor were 
the only two who 
voted in favour 
of the work by 
Dante Gabriel 
Rossetti! �  

 

Next Meeting��� ����������������
at 7:30-9:30pm    
Westcroft Meeting Place 
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Be sure to come along  
armed with sketchbook and 
 your preferred drawing media .  

This is the rescheduled participation session from 
last year. We will be setting up a still life and a 
model with a musical theme. Beginners, 
improvers, whatever you consider to be your level 
of expertise, please come and join in. Let’s have a 
fun evening working together.  

You can pick up your 2010 membership card or 
renew your membership when you sign in.  

Also, we are adding a few extra minutes to the 
breaks to allow more time to chat or to browse the 
books and DVDs you can borrow. �  
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Irene Foster 
Jan Pursey Grange 

 

%������ �!&�'��!��� �!���'(�#�)��	!�  – see page 2 
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Chair :     Caron Higgins 
Vice Chair & Treasurer  Alan Chown 
Membership secretary   Lisa Campbell 
Exhibition organiser  Kate East 
Programme/Activities    Alf Walker 
Secretary, publicity &  
Newsletter Editor   Rose Haigh 
Admin & Assistance    Bez West 
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Tea Rota       Irene Foster 
Hanging          Linda Wells, Jackie 
Pocock, 
             Dez Wood, Jan 
Pursey Grange 

Books/DVDs    Lisa Campbell 
Webmaster      Mike Smith 
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Congratulations to MKSA member Maria Perez 
who recently opened her own Gallery in the Tecton 
Centre in Church Street, Fenny Stratford. It's an old 
red brick building which used to belong to the 
Salvation Army and is now owned by a firm of 
architects. You can view her work Monday to 
Friday, between 9am and 5.30pm. Maria featured 
on the front page of the ‘Go’ Section of MK Citizen 
on 3rd. December with a full article within, and she hopes other artists will 
share her space in the near future. �  

Shu ha ri 
I came across this word recently.  It is a Japanese notion for the 
three stages of learning a traditional craft that  we all go through.  It 
doesn't exist in our language.  The first step is absorbing earlier 
'masters' - new or old, the second stage is making it your own 

before finally moving on to originality.  For me, during this process, Hari Kari more often springs to 
mind. 

Irene Foster      �  

OTHER NEWS 
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March exhibition entry form is enclosed 
NOTE: Important changes this year 
Members may enter Greetings Cards , hand-made, 
or printed from their own original work. 
Stewarding  is mandatory for exhibitors at each 
exhibition. 
Commission  will be taken at 20% from all sales, 
but entry fees have been held at the 2009 level. 
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Welcome to a new year with MKSA. Efforts through 
2009 have set us up in 2010 with a permanent exhibition 
space at the marvellous Camphill, exhibition 
opportunities with AIM at City Centre and 3 other 
exhibitions booked for this year. This year we will be 
focusing on developing the enjoyment of our art and the 
society; increasing the opportunities to get to know one 
another, socialise and share information. We have a 
brilliant programme sorted for this year and I look 
forward to meeting you all at the meetings and events. 

Welcome to new committee member Bez West.  I am 
relieved to say that Kate, who stepped down from being 
our superb secretary of recent years, is staying on the 
committee although in a new role. Her knowledge of the 
society and everything art is invaluable. Best wishes and 
thanks to our 2 committee members that stood down this 
year, Irene Foster and Jean Cooke.  

Here’s wishing you all a great 2010, 

��������������������� ��� ��� �  
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November Exhibition at Woburn Sands 
We sold seven pictures in all, with a total value of £715. We also raised £43.72 for Willen Hospice 
from sale of refreshments plus additional donations. 

Votes for popular pictures were: 
1. Caron Higgins Untitled I  8 votes 
2. Caron Higgins Mill in Bright Winter Sun 6 votes 
3. Irene Foster  Secret Place  5 votes 
4. Brenda Fisher Serenity  4 votes 

David Newens Eye to Eye  4 votes 
Susi Whittaker Fantasy Houses 4 votes 

In addition there was a wide spread of votes. 
8 paintings attracted 3 votes, 10 attracted 2 

votes, and a further 33 had 1 each. That’s a spread of 57 pictures in the 
exhibition that at least one member of the public rated highly. This 
demonstrates how good we are at showing a wide range of work 

appealing to all tastes! �

EXHIBITION NEWS 

Camphill Update 
We have sold a total of 7 Pictures resulting in a 
donation to Camphill of £88.50 for Exhibition 1. In 
addition the Cafe has benefited from the extra 
custom as members discover what a treat it is to 
pop in for lunch or just a cuppa and cake. 
The venture featured in the MK Citizen ‘Go’ 
Section for December 17th. 

Reminder - Changeover day 
Saturday 16 Jan  
from 10:00-11:00 

 
Please remember to collect your works from 

Exhibition 1 and hand in for Exhibition 2 

Coffee/lunch together : 
It has been suggested members have a regular 
time to meet at this lovely location. Starting on 
Monday 8 th February  from 11am onward, turn up 
and look out for other MKSA people to join for tea 
and a chat. If people like the idea, we will meet 
regularly on the second Monday of each month. 
Come for elevenses, stay for lunch, and get to 
know each other better. Alan promises to be there 
from 11am. 

The Cafe, off Japonica Lane near the Peace 
Pagoda Car Park, is open on Mondays-Fridays 
from 10:30-16:30. If driving, follow the signs for 
the Chrysalis Theatre Car Park. �  

Coming up: 
The Real Van Gogh: The Artist and His Letters   
Royal Academy from 23 Jan-18 April. 
The first major show of his work in this country for four decades. 
 
Chris Ofili  
Tate Britain from Jan 27. 
A little more controversial, maybe.  
Look out for the elephant dung. �  
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Plans are in hand to get it 
updated with 2010 
information. Don’t forget, you 
have to be a paid up MKSA 
member to display your work 
in the Gallery section.�  
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D

ATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 16 January Camphill  Exhibition Changeover Camphill Cafe 10-11 

Wednesday 27 January 
Participation Evening  – bring a 
sketchbook 

Westcroft Meeting Place,  
7:30-9:30pm 

Thursday 28 January 
Painting Day  – bring your lunch. 
Tea/coffee provided Moulsoe Millennium Hall 10-3 

Monday 8 February Meet other members for a chat Camphill Cafe – 11am onward 

Wednesday 24 February Martin Smith  – Limited Palette 
Westcroft Meeting Place,  
7:30-9:30pm 

Thursday 25 February 
Painting Day  – bring your lunch. 
Tea/coffee provided Moulsoe Millennium Hall 10-3 

Sat 20-Sun 21 March Spring Exhibition  – entry form enc. The Institute, Woburn Sands 
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CONTACT INFO 
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Painting Days at Moulsoe 
November Report 
Five of us spent a pleasant day tackling a variety of projects.  
Kate made excellent progress with a silk piece intended for a  
fire-screen. (See finished article right). David set up a still life with fruit and 
a tricky crocheted cloth. Ray chose a scene of figures in American Colonial 
dress. Robert completed three works and showed us how to use spent 
matches as drawing tools for pen and ink. Rose took Martin Smith’s advice 
that yellow paintings sell, but soon learned that it’s possible to have too 
much yellow! 
Moulsoe 2010 dates - use it or lose it 
Dates booked are last Thursday in the month, 10am – 3pm in Moulsoe 
village hall:  28th January 25th. February 25th. March  
To get there from Milton Keynes head for M1 J14 and take the first turning 
right from the A509 after crossing over the motorway. Pass through the 
village and the hall is on the right just after the pub. 
Bring a packed lunch, your art kit and whatever you would like to work on. 
Take a few hours to go at your own pace and benefit from the company of 
other members. A contribution of £4 towards costs will be collected on the 
day. Please don’t be shy of coming if you have not been before. Come 
later, leave earlier if you wish. Unlike a workshop, you do not have to be 
punctual. �  

The painting day facility may be discontinued  
after March if there is insufficient support.  

NEXT MONTH 
WORKSHOPS 
Details on some of the future, tutored, 
workshops, plus booking forms will be 
give in the February Newsletter.  

Wanted 
I need articles, exhibition/book reviews, 
tips and hints to share with others.  
Email to rose.c.haigh@waitrose.com �  


