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Martin Smith on Perspective in Paintings  
 
A very interesting talk about perspective in a vari-
ety of paintings, with slides.  Martin was clear and    
concise (thought he would do a fair and honest     
critique). He used trees, buildings, brush strokes 
and people to illustrate his point. He even included    
modern art. I think he over simplified aerial          
perspective and would have liked a little more 
about how it worked in the sky . He could also 
paint very well himself which he illustrated with just one slide at the end.  
It went  surprisingly quickly which is always a good gauge as to how en-
joyable the speaker was.  
 

My favourite quote from Martin was “Painting is an intellectual pursuit”.  
With all the conscious and unconscious fine adjustments and decisions 
we make when we paint I hadn’t thought of it in that way before. 
 
Photos of Caron as  first outing as Chairman,  Linda Wells with her  
Christine Adams painting (beautifully framed by Theresa & Derek) won at the AGM and Alf thanking 
Martin Smith. I remember being told that Jane Rhodes could recognise her paintings from the back 
when she collected them from the SWA as they were so beautifully finished by Derek. 
 

Thanks to Rose for finding out the name of the Van Gogh painting a lot of us liked.  It was ‘Fishing 
Boats on the Beach at Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer’, 1888 (65 x 81.5 cm) and lives in the Van Gogh Mu-
seum in Amsterdam.  Would like to know what the Turner was called too. 

And in addition…... 
 

There were plenty of members present to ratify the committee elect and say a big thank you to outgoing com-
mittee members. Harry (who gamely stepped in last year as Chairman for a year when no-one came forward) 

Ray, a prudent treasurer and Sue, our stalwart membership secretary for many 
years were thanked for their roles on the committee and presented with a bottle of 
wine and voucher.  
 
Alan Chown filled the vacant position of Vice Chairman.  Not sure what vices, if any, 
Alan has.  Alan is also our new treasurer and does the raffle. Oh yes—he can paint 
too!  And who says men can’t multi-task?   

 
Out of the ‘massive’ response we received for the Crossword competition, Harry 
Edwards (outgoing Chairman) won —well done Harry.  Prize?  Find out on 25th. 

 Next meeting—Wednesday 25 February 
 Westcroft Meeting Place, 7.30pm 
 
Caran D’Ache make pencils, pastels and paints.  They are 
bringing some of their pencils along with them for us to ‘have a 
go’ so bring your sketch books.  A bit different?  Yes, hope you 
enjoy it—might get some free samples!! 
 

Did you know that Caran d’Ache is a Swiss company founded by a Russian 
and that ‘Karandash’ is Russian for pencil?  No, neither did I!  They also make 
fine pens and were New York—Pen of The Year 2008.  Sounds really interesting! 

Caron  

Linda Wells with her painting— 
some raffle prize eh? 

Alf and Martin 

2B or not 2B?  
That is the ‘ ?’ 

    Thanks  to Ray 
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MKSA Spring Exhibition 

Saturday/Sunday 14/15 March The Institute, Woburn S ands 

Preview Friday 13th March, 7.30 pm (nibbles and wine) 

Proceeds in aid of Leukaemia Research  

Members encouraged to come to the preview and bring some friends.  
We often have a meal after or 
visit one of the local taverns.  

Please be generous and 
support your society and the 
charity.  As ever homemade 
cakes are very welcome. 
Raffle prizes also re-
quested—don’t wait until 
next year to give away that 
unwanted Christmas present 
to some unsuspecting family 

member.          See you there!  Vote for your favourite painting! 

Exhibitions  
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Would participating artists please let me know 
about yours when you know final details—          
by April for the May newsletter. Thanks. Ed 

SNOW JOKE 
 
What did you do when you were snowed in for several 
days? Did you make a snow man, fill your sketch book 
or just paint?? Well, I spent many hours on a mosaic 
behind the sink in my studio.  Without the bad weather  
I would never have had the time to tackle this project 
that has been in my head for 18 months.  Every cloud? 

Labels 
 

For the next exhibition we are using the       
labelling system again. You will receive your 
labels through the post. You will need to 
add them at home to your paintings (bottom 
right ideally).   If you haven’t had them by 
Thursday 12 March, ring me  - Ed  (Irene on 
668401).  Again, please do not alter your        
labels—if they are badly wrong and we 
have misread your handwriting, ring first.  If 
you’ve changed your 
mind—tough luck!!  The 
deadline (5 March) is as 
short as we can get away 
with so you don’t have to.   

All members proposing to exhibit are reminded that they must 
undertake a stewarding session each year. At present no one 
has offered to steward in 2009. There are a few people who 
did no stewarding in 2008 despite exhibiting. If you are one of 
these you have no option but to steward in March, or defer 
any further exhibitions until you are able to comply.             
Kate East has a list to check if you are one of those involved. 
 

Phone Jean Cooke now on 01525 261407 to arrange your 
stewarding.  At the time of writing there are vacancies in  all 
time slots. 

Should you need your arm twisting, Woburn Sands is a lovely 
town and has two very good boutiques, delicatessen, coffee 
bar, bakers, jewellers, off licence and fish & chip shop, plus 
numerous restaurants and pubs.  
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STEWARDING SLOTS  
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Moulsoe Painting Days (next one is Thursday 26 February) 

What do they do?—We have exclusive insider informat ion!! 

‘Do you fancy a day painting with your art colleagues? If so, go 
along to Moulsoe Village Hall on the *last Thursday of the month 
to share time and ideas.  The hall is set in the lovely village and is 
equipped with tables and chairs for your use.  Tea, coffee and bis-
cuits are provided; just bring your own lunch!  It’s 10 a.m. to 
3.00pm and only costs £2.50 for the session. 
I went along in January and was greeted with friendly smiles from Kate, David and Ray.  We all 
painted our own masterpiece and had great interest in each others coming to life. It was a very 
relaxed and informal day which we all enjoyed.   Come along and join us!! ‘ 

Bez West                                                *(unless there is a workshop, when it is the third)  

Thanks Bez– Painting a masterpiece is not obligatory!!  Beginners and seasoned artists alike are very welcome.  
This facility is underused at the moment and could be taken away if more don’t attend.  Ed 

�

Do you need lifting in these gloomy times?  Well hope you didn’t go to Mark Rothko 
at the Tate Modern.  I am actually a bit of a fan but this exhibition was rubbish.  (My 
opinion and not that of the management, by the way.)  Born in Russia  - Marcus 
Rothkowitz.   One room was entirely almost black paintings in low light—very      
uplifting.  Actually he committed suicide after he completed his commission for the 
4 Seasons Hotel in the States!  They weren’t that bad. 

Have you entered yet?  Deadline 6th March 

 

 

 

Free entry for members 

OTHER ARTY NEWS 

SAA  
Artist of the Year 09 

Mark Rothko 

Some MKSA members have had more success at Patchings so why 
not give it a go?  You have to pay £10 for one entry of 3 paintings 
which can be submitted by e mail or post, No need to drag your paint-
ings up and then drag them back if they are ’rejects’; sorry—not ac-
cepted.  I can bring an entry form to the next meeting if you contact me 
or try www.painters-online.co.uk………….Deadline is 27 March. 

 

� SWA receiving days Friday 6th and 7th March.  You need a 3 part form for this so will 
need to write.  Don’t just type in SWA on your search or you will get the Scottish Whisky 

Association.  I might stand a better chance of getting in there!! 

The wonderful artist Kurt Jackson says : 
 

    “The time you have spent on one painting is nev er wasted, because essentially  
        it is invested in future paintings.” 
 

So if you feel you’ve ‘overcooked’ your painting again it might be a good idea to remember these wise words. 

Kate painting her masterpiece 

AIM Gallery News 
We have an opportunity to exhibit for a 5 week 
booking 23rd March - 27th April. Cost is £100 per 
participant so could probably accommodate 10  
artists 4 pictures each.   This works out at £20 per 
person per week plus 20% per picture sold 
Because time is short can artists interested please 
contact Caron Higgins, Alan Chow or Kate East. 
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Wednesday  25 February Hands on/demo of Cara D’ Ache products  Westcroft Meeting Place, 7.30 pm 

Thursday 5 March Strict (tight) deadline for entries to be returned. To Kate East or email to me (don't 
forget to send cheque separately) 

Friday 13 March  
7.30—9.00 pm  

 MKSA  Spring Art Exhibition -  Private Preview Inst itute Hall, Woburn Sands  

Sat/Sun 14/15 March 
10—5, 10 – 4 

 MKSA  Spring Art Exhibition  Institute Hall, Woburn  Sands 

Wednesday  25 March Dee Cowell—Textured paste demonstration/Acrylics Westcroft Meeting Place, 7.30 pm 

Thursday 26 March Dee Cowell workshop—learn the techniques seen Moulsoe Millennium Hall   10—4 
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Chairman               Caron Higgins       01908 311591       sceneandhired@yahoo.com   
Vice Chair                         Alan Chown          01908 310704       alan.chown@sky.com 
Exhibition  Org  Jean Cooke 01525 261407       jcookiejean@aol.com  
Treasurer   Alan Chown          01908 310704      alan.chown@sky.com 
Programme/Activities  Alf Walker 01908 671202  alscchr@msn.com 
Public Relations     }    Irene Foster/         01908 668401      irenefoster@btinternet.com 
    “       “           }           Rose Haigh 01908 232232      rose.c.haigh@waitrose.com   
Secretary  Kate East 01908 225290    kathryn@east16.orangehome.co.uk.  
Legal advisor   David Wells          01908 678147      wellsdavid@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary  Lisa Campbell   01908 616988      lisa.grao@googlemail.com  
Newsletter Ed   Irene Foster          01908 668401 irenefoster@btinternet.com 
Web Master  Mike Smith …………………   mikesmith@stuk.fre eserve.co.uk 

Tea and Coffee rota—February 
Karen House 
Denise White 

A feel good arty story 
 

This is a true story:  A good friend 
of mine, having moved into her 
lovely new house, decided to try 
her hand at a ‘painting’ (she al-
ready has a number of MKSA paintings—she has 
extremely good taste).  This required her to grab a 
handful of gravel from the drive.  She washed the 
gravel and in it she found the diamond ring that 
she had lost months earlier.  What are the 
chances?? And who says art doesn’t pay?    The 
painting?  Not sure if she ever completed it.   Ed 

I was intrigued to learn 
that Tracey Emin’s 
bronze sculpture of a 
bird had mysteriously 
vanished for the second 
time.  Commissioned by 
the BBC for £60,000 but 
the artwork had not been 
reported stolen and 
therefore the police 
couldn’t investigate. I understand it is now 
‘safely perched’ back on the13ft pole out-
side Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral. Aahh! 
 

It’s quite sweet really.   Far cry from the   
unmade bed and dirty underwear! 

Another Joe original. �  Had he 
been to the Tate Modern too!?? 

Who’s this?  
Answer at bottom of page��  

Jeremy Clarkson 

Heard from Tony Dyson who was 
Exhibition Secretary for many years 
and moved away to be closer to his 
family.  I am sure he won’t mind me 
quoting a snippet.  It was lovely to 
hear from him.  He used to handle 
the exhibitions single handed and 
was a real gentleman with a sense of 
humour which showed especially in 
his quirky paintings. I’m sure he’s the 
star of Faringdon Art Society.  
(Tony is an Hon member of MKSA) 
 
“There is a local art group here consisting of 35 
‘members’ and 24 ‘associates’.  They have a  se-
lection  committee for full membership!  I had to 
submit 3 paintings.  Chairman said the committee 
were impressed and welcomed me as a full mem-
ber.    Only one exhibition a year” 
 

You’re missed Tony—hope you come back to see us! 

One of Tony’s 

Baby arrived safely 
today (10th) 
Mother, Father,  
baby and grand-
mother doing well! 


